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tist were disciples of Essenism is said to be clear from their life, clothing, 
fare and sojourn in the wilderness. In entering Jerusalem as the king fore- 
told by Zechariah, Jesus was guilty of an act of rebellion against the 
Romans. The crucifixion was the act of Pilate ; and the giving up of Jesus 
into his hands was the work, not of the Sanhedrin, but of Annas and 
Caiaphas and their followers, who were " notoriously violent, wicked men, 
and were well known as cowardly friends of the Romans." The execution 
of Jesus by Pilate is paralleled with that of Theudas by Cuspius Fadus. 
However unfair this representation may be it shows plainly that the modern 
Jew is rather ashamed of the murder of Jesus. Another satisfactory sign is 
the comparative moderation of the tone. The Christian reader is not 
shocked by revolting blasphemies. On the other hand the narrative is not a 
faithful biography, even from the purely historical point of view ; and the 
writer's intense hostility to Christ and Christianity is very evident in spite of 
his claim to have been uninfluenced by religious tendencies. 

W. T. S. 



TJeber roemisches Recht im Galaterbrief. Eine Untersuchung zur Geschichte 

des Paulinismus von Dr. Anton Halmel. 1895, G. D. Badeker, 

Essen. Pp. vii, 32, octavo. Price 80 pfennige. 

An attempt to prove that the well-known argumuent in Galatians 3: 15, 

to 4 : 2 about the relation of the promise to Abraham and the law rests on 

the principles and terminology of Roman jurisprudence. About a dozen 

expressions are identified with terms of Latin law. Among them are 5ia0ijio;, 

which is supposed to correspond to testamentum ; iBertiv, ixvpovv, to rumpere, 

irritum facere ; {Ti8iari<rvt<r6ai, to insuper mandare ; /tealrris, to mediator, 

persona interposita ; avifiimra, to personae incertas; irtrpowoi, to tutores ; 

oiKOPOfj-oi, to curatores. This supposed knowledge of Roman law, it is argued, 

Paul can have acquired only in Italy. The epistle must therefore have been 

written in that country, perhaps in Rome itself. The essay is interesting, but 

not conclusive. The strictly legal use of the expressions cited in the sense 

affirmed is far from certain, and were it proved would shed little or no light 

on the place and time of composition. Roman citizens unquestionably 

abounded in Asia Minor not very long before the commencement of the 

Christian Era. It is therefore highly probable that there were still many of 

them in Paul's time in that part of the world, in which case knowledge of 

the Roman law of inheritance would be as readily obtainable there as in 

Italy. Dr. Halmel, indeed, asserts the contrary, but produces no evidence. 

As the authorities quoted are exclusively German, it would seem that Dr. 

Halmel is either quite ignorant of or imperfectly acquainted with the great 

English commentary on this epistle. 

W. T. S. 



